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RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCE. 


DOMESTICK. 


REPORT OF THE PRUDENTIAL COMMITTEE. 
(Continued from page 100, vol. 2.) 
CEYLON. 


At our last anniversary, we had only the bare intelligence of the 
arrival of the missionaries, sent out two years ago by the Dryad, at 
Columbo, in Ceylon. Your committee have now the happiness to 
report some particulars of a highly gratifying nature. 

After a passage, during the whole of which they had only grate- 
fully to acknowledge and to record the tender mercies of God, they 
arrived at Columbo on 22d of March ef the last year. They were 
welcomed upon the shore most affectionately by the Rev. Messrs. 
Chater and Norton, English missionaries then at the place; and 
were received by the officers of the government with marked atten- 
tion and kindness. On the next morning, a sermon was preached 
on board the Dryad, by Mr. Poor, in which the signal mercies ex- 
perienced during the passage were devoutly recounted, and a very 
affectionate leave was taken of the officers and company of the 
vessel, to whom, and particularly to captain Buffinton, the master, 
and captain Titcomb, the supercargo, very grateful acknowledg- 
ments were made. 

The dispositions of the governour of Ceylon will appear in a let- 
ter, addressed by him to the corresponding secretary, which has 
already been published. 

Similar dispositions towards the missionaries, and the great objeet 
of their missions, were on various occasions, testified by other prin- 
cipal officers of the government. In the fourth annual report of the 
Columbo Auxiliary Bible Society, made after the missionaries had 
been several months in the place, distinct mention is made of them; 
and the report adds, “They certainly appear to be men of supe- 
riour attainments and information, and in every respect well qua- 
lified for the benevolent office, which they have undertaken.” 

These testimonials must be highly gratifying to this board and te 
all the friends of missions; and agreeable to the dispositions ex- 
pressed in them, has been the uniform treatment received by our 
Vou. 1. 8 
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missionaries, from the principal men, not only at Columbo, but in 
other parts of the isthe. 

The brethren sojourned at Columbo about six months. A con- 
siderable time was requisite, for the purpose of obtaining, by cor- 
respondence with the brethren at Bombay and other missionaries in 
different parts of India. such information, as would enable them te 
determine, agreeably to their instructions, on the stations best for 
them to occupy; and after they had come to the determination, it 
was several weeks before the monsoon would allow of their depar- 
ture to the places of their destination. During their stay, however, 
they were neither idle, nor uselessly occupied. Soon after their ar- 
rival, at the instance of the Hon. and Rev. T. J. Twisleton, chief 
secretary to the government, they took charge of the instruction of 
several young natives, designed for the Christian ministry; and as 
soon aiso, as conveniently they could, they opened an English 
school. In the forementioned report of the Ceylon Bible Society, 
made about a year ago, notice is taken of the particulars now sta- 
ted in the following terms: “In the beginning of last May, eleven 
young Cingalese, of the Vellale cast, and four Malabars, were pla- 
ced under the tuition of the American missionaries, for the purpose 
of being instructed in the principles of theology and the doctrines 
of the Christian religion, as they are most of them intended for the 
profession of the church. They are from 14 to 24 years of age, 
and were all brought up under Mr. Armour, at the seminary, where 
they learned to read and write the English language. 

“They receive also from one of the American missionaries regu- 
lar lessons in geography, a science which is utterly unknown to the 
natives, and deserves a particular attention in the plan of their edu- 
cation, as it is certainly well calculated to enlarge their minds 
and remove many of the prejudices under which they labour. These 
young men are placed by the Hon. and Rev. T. J. Twisleton under 
the American missionaries, who give them daily instruction without 
any pay or remuneration. 

«ihe American missionaries have besides, a school consisting of 
twenty-six European children of both sexes; for they are in this 
department assisted by their wives, who are well qualified for the 
superintendence of female education.”? With these statements the 
accounts of the missionaries themselves perfectly accord. 

Besides tne attention given by them to the youths and children 
under their care, they afforded assistance to the English missiona- 
ries at Columbo, and in the vicinity, by preaching on the Sabbath 
and other days, from three to six sermons a week. Itis gratifying 
to notice the harmony and brotherly affection which subsisted there 
between missionaries, not only of different nations, but also of dif- 
ferent religious denominations. Congregationalists, Episcopalians, 
Methodists, and Baptists were all in mutual fellowship; and on the 
day of communion at the Lord’s table, in the chapel of the Rev. Mr. 
Chater, a Baptist missionary from England, the infant child of our 
missionary, Mr. Meigs, was baptized. 
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«We have the satisfaction,’? say the brethren in a joint communi- 
cation, “We have the satisfaction to believe that the time we spent 
at Columbo was not lost to the missionary cause. By our preach- 
ing in English, the missionaries there were enabled to devote more 
attention to that part of their work, which relates to the natives. 
By imparting instruction to those, of whom our native school was 
composed, we used the most appropriate means, for promoting the 
object of our mission. By vur European school we did something 
toward defraying the expenses of the mission. and we hope, render- 
ed some assistance to the children of those parents, by whom the 
school was supported. By residing at the seat of government, we 
experienced but few of those evils, arising from false reports and 
groundjess suspicions, to which foreigners are generally exposed; 
and we may hope, that the acquaintance we formed with the princi- 
pal characters at Columbo, will prove to be of lasting utility to us, 
and to our mission.” 

The result of their inquiries in regard to the stations to be occu- 
pied, was, that Mr. Bardwe!] should go to Bombay, and, if permit- 
ted, settle with the missionaries there; that Messrs. Richards and 
Meigs should attempt an establishinent at Batticotta, and Messrs. 
Warren and Poor at Tillipally, both in the province of Jaffna iu 
the northern part of Ceylon. This district was visited by Dr. Bu- 
chanan, in Sept. 1806, and by our missionary, Mr. Newell, in 
July, 1813; and by both of them it is represented as peculiar- 
ly interesting, in a missionary point of view. Mr. Newell, in 
his journal, says, “In case of our settling at Ceylon, the province of 
Jaffna seemed to be the most eligible spot for us. It is near to the 
continent, and the Tamul, spoken at Jaffna, is the language of eight 
ornine millions of people, separated from Jaffna only by a narrow 
channel.” In this opinion of the eligibil:ty of Jaffna, the principal 
centlemen at Columbo, the chief justice, sir Alexander Johnstone, 
particularly, who expressed himself at large on the subject, and the 
missionaries generally, were fully agreed. And in this eligible 
province, Tillipally and Batticotta are considered as decidedly the 
best missionary stations. 

Having settled their determination, and obtained the permission 
of the governour, the brethren judged it advisable, that Mr. Warren 
should go by land to Jaffna, without delay, for the purpose of ma- 
king some preparatory arrangements there; and that /‘\e rest should 
take passage, with their effects, by water, as soon as the monsoon 
would permit. Accordingly Mr. Warren left Columbo on the Ist 
of July, and arrived at Jaffuapatam on the 11th. Mr. and Mrs. 
Poor took their departure by water, on the 20th of September, and 
arrived at Jaffna on the 26th; and Messrs. Richards and Meigs with 
their wives, followed on the 24th of the same month, and arrived 
after experiencing some dangers, on the Ist of October. 

In a joint letter, bearing date Jaffuapatam, October 9, 1816, the 
brethren say: “On leaving Columbo, such was the state of our fami- 
lies, and our mode of conveyance, we had many fears, that we 
should be subjected to some serious evils on our passage. But He, 
who had before protected us, dealt better with us than we feared. 
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Our safe arrival at this place, and the favourable circumstances that 
surround us, lay us under additional obligations to serve our divine 
Master. We have visited the places, in which we hope to spend 
our lives, in opening the treasures of the Gospel to the heathen. 
Tillipally is situated about ten miles north, and Batticotta six miles 
northwest of Jaffnapatam. At each place there are between three 
and four acres of land, on which stand a dwelling-house, a large 
church without a roof, and a variety of fruit-trees. From the esti- 
mates that have been made, twelve or fifteen hundred dollars would 
be necessary to make such repairs as a prosperous mission at these 
stations would require.” 

Both Tillipally and Batticotta are represented as being places of 
rreat amenity and salubrity. The glebes and buildings mentioned 
by the brethren are the property of the government. The churches 
and mansion-heuses were built by the Portuguese, in the 16th cen- 
tury; they are chiefly of coral stone; and the churches are so large, 
that, when repaired, two-thirds of each will be amply sufficient fer 
the purposes of publick worship, and the remainder will afford good 
accoamodations for schools. Of the fruit trees about fifty on each 
glebe are palmyras: of which tree the timber is much used in build- 
ing; the leaves serve to cover the roofs of their houses, and form 
the olas, so generally used in the east, instead of paper; and the 
fruit constitutes the principal food of, the natives for more than one 
half of the year. Thirty or forty good palmyras, it is said, will, for 
that season, support a family of natives. 

The brethren have been officially given to understand, that these 
glebes and buildings cannot be permanently secured to the mission, 
uptil the pleasure of the British government at home shall be known; 
yet they have thought themselves warranted, in entering upon the 
premises, and making such repairs as may be made with little ex- 
pense, and as will render the buildings fit for temporary use; lea- 
ving the question of more thorough repairs to be determined here- 
after. At Tillipally, the repairs were in such forwardness, that 
Messrs. Warren aud Poor took up their residence there, about the 
middle of October. But at Batticotta, the requisite repairs could 
not be made before the rainy season came on; and Messrs. Richards 
and Meigs, at the latest date. 20th of Jan. 1817, remained at Jaffna- 
patam. There they were employed in studying the Tamul language, 
preaching occasionally in English, and getting forward, as the sea- 
son would permit, the preparations for their residence at Batticotta. 
' Since fixing their residence at Tillipally, the brethren Warren 
and Poor, have regularly, on the Sabbath, preached by an interpreter 
there, and also at Mallagum, a place about two miles distant. Their 
congregations have varied frow thirty to eighty persons. No ferhales 
attend. They have every day, also, at the time of morning pray- 
ers, an exercise of religious instruction, at which a considerable 
number of persons are usually present. Early in December, they 
established a school for the instruction of native youths and chil- 
dren, both in English and Tamul, and another at Mailagum; and 
at their last dates, they were making preparations for establishing a 
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third school at Milette, and a fourth at Panditrepo, places in their 
vicinity. 

In the province of Jaffna, there are some relicks of the Roman 
Catholick religion, which was introduced two or three hundred 
years ago, by the Portuguese; some traces of religious knowledge 
afterwards communicated by the Dutch; and some decaying fruits 
of the labours of the missionaries. Christian David, Mr. Palm, and 
others: yet the great mass of the people are pagans. In the other 
provinces of Ceylon, the paganism is of the Budhist form, the same 
which prevails in the Burman empire; but in Jaffna, it is Hindoo, 
the same with that which prevails on the neighbouring peninsula of 
India. In this district, however, the people generally, and even 
the Brahmins, are less devotedly attached to their idolatrous rites, 
have feebier prejudices against Christianity, aud are more easily 
accessible by missionaries. than in almost any other part of the pa- 
gan world. They are particularly fond of having their children 
instructed; and our missionaries represent, that there will be no 
difficulty in establishing schools among them, to the utmost extent 
of the means, which shall be afforded for the purpose; and that some- 
thing towards supporting the schools may even be expected from 
the people themselves. 

They also represent, that there is urgent want of Bibles and of 
school books. ‘There isa good translation of the Scriptures into the 
Tamul, the lauguage of the province, made by the Danish missiona- 
ries, in the last century; but copies of the Tamu! Bible are extreme- 
ly scarce. A considerable number of the people can speak, and 
some of them can read, English: and many of them are particularly 
desirous of having their sons taught the English language; but the 
English Bible is also scarcely to be found, and the country, in a 
word, is almost entirely destitute of books. Our missionaries had 
applied to the Columbe Auxiliary Bible Society for some Tamul 
Testaments for their schools; and were in expectation of receiving 
a few, but they saw no prospect ofa supply of books from any quar- 
ter, until they could be printed in Jafiuas and there is no printing 
= in the district. They therefore express an earnest desire to 

e furnished, as soon as possible, with a printing establishment. and 
with hands and means for putting it into vigorous operation. Whe- 
ther it will be best to order to Jaffa the press already sent out, and 
intended for Bombay, or to send out another directly from this 
country for Jaffna, your committee have not determined; but it will 
doubtless be the pleasure of this board, that the desire of the mis- 
sionaries should be accomplished, and their means of usefulness en- 
larged with the least unnecessary delay. And it is to be hoped, 
that the friends of the Bible in our country extensively will display 
a liberality towards the object here presented, in some proportion 
to its evident and urgent claims. 

It is not in the district of Jaffua only, that Bibles and other books 
might be advantageously distributed. The island of Ceylon at large 
is in a state of peculiar preparation for the means of Christian in- 
struction. It is blest with a government of most benign influence, 
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which lends countenance and aid to every benevolent design; and 
upon its population, extensively, a very considerable impression has 
been made by the operations of Missionary and Bible Societies. 
To this impression, the chief justice, sir Alexander Johnstone, a 
most distinguished and enlightened friend of maukind and of mis- 
sions, in a communication which he has done us the honour to make 
to this board, expressly attributes the very interesting fact, that a 
plan, which he has had long at heart for the abolition of slavery in 
the island, has lately been adopted with wonderful consent Asso 
important an effect has been produced by means, in which this board 
and this Christian community have had a share, the benevolent chief 
justice entertains the hope, that from us in ths country, aid will 
also be received, towards the improvement of the large numbers of 
children, who, in consequence of the abolition, will be placed in cir- 
cumstances peculiarly interesting to publick charity. 

Nor should it be overlooked, in this general survey, that the lan- 
guage of the province, in which our missionaries are stationed, is 
also the language of eight or nine millions of people on the neigh- 
bouring peninsula; and that the intercourse is such that, from Jaffna, 
Bibles and other books might with ease be extensively distributed 
in india. 

Hitherto our Ceylon mission has been marked with signal favours; 
and its present prospects are most rich in promise. The field is 
white already to the harvest, and most active exertions, with hum- 
ble dependence on the Lord of the harvest, are evidently and ur- 
gently demanded. The feelings and views of the missionaries ap- 
pear to be such, as every friend to the cause would wish them to 
cherish. (To be continued.) 

— 


FOKEIGN. 


JOURNAL OF THE MISSIONARIES AT CEYLON. 
(Continued from page 102, vol. 2.) 

Sabbath, June 9, 1816. Attended church. ‘Two natives, who 
had been priests of Boodh, were baptised. One of them was by far 
the most learned and influential character among those of the Bood- 
hist religion. He visited the Burman empire on official business; 
was highly honoured by the king and priests of that country; and 
enjoyed superiour advantages for improvement. Soon after his re- 
turn, the information he had acquired appeared to be the means of 
leading him toa successful examination of the Christian religion. 
He is now qualifying hin.self to preach the Gospel. Itis believed, 
that his conversion will have extensive influence upon the profes- 
sors of the Boodhist religion. 

11. One of the brethren, by invitation, visited sir Alexander 
Johnstone. Sir A. conversed very freely on the state of things at 
Jaffna in a missionary point of view; stated what steps he had taken, 
and what he thought necessary to be done to civilize the people. 
In his view they should be Christianized, and have some civil pri- 
vileges. Of the sixty millions of native British subjects in India, 
the inhabitants of this island are the only people who enjoy the righ; 
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oftrial by jury. This right was secured to them through the instru- 
mentality of sir A. He is preparing for us a large map of the dis- 
trict of Jaffna, on an improved pian, which must be very useful if we 
settle at Jaffna. He made inquiries concerning the prudential 
committee, and gave encouragement that he should address a let- 
ter to them on the state of things at Jaffna. 

12. A Boodhist priest called on us; says he would throw off bis 
robes if he could get rice. These priests frequently visit the mis- 
sionaries. 

14. This morning we reczived a very favourable answer from go- 
vernment to our petition. ‘This well corresponds with the series of 
blessings which we have experienced, in the prosecutien of our im- 
portant undertaking. For this will we thank God and take courage. 
At a special meeting, resolved, that Messrs. Warren, Richards, 
Meigs, and Poor, establish themselves in the Jaffna district, as soon 
as it is practicable, two at Tillipally and two at Batticotta. ‘These 
places are eight or ten miles from each other, and about the same 
distance from Jaffnapatam. Appointed a committee to ascertain 
how soon we can go to Jatfna by water, and whether it is expedient 
to open a school for females. 

15. We learn that one Baptist and four Methodist missionaries 
have arrived at Galle. ‘The former is to join brother Chater. 

17. This morning the missionarves of different denominations in 
Columbo, twelve in number, took breakfast at brother Chater’s. 
We resolved to meet once a fortnight at each other’s houses; have 
a short and appropriate address; and free conversation on mission- 
ary subjects. 

At our meeting for business, we divided our number with refer- 
ence to the two stations at Jaffna; brothers Richards and Meigs at 
one. Warren and Poor atthe other. In the evening took tea at 
sir Alexander’s. He very politely presented us with several lite- 
rary curiosities, which we hope to send to America. Have ascer- 
tained that we cannot go to Jaitna safely by water short of two or 
three months. 

18. We have been refreshed by receiving letters from America 
by the Fawn, which has recently arrived at Bombay. - As only the 
Tamul or Malabar languages are spoken at Tillipally and Batticotta, 
we have dismissed our Portuguese instructor. 

22. Resolved, that brother Warren go on to Jaffna by land as 
soon as he can prepare. We think that much may be done by hii 
to facilitate our settlement at Jaffna and Batticotta. 

24. Yesterday received a letter from brother Newell, in which 
he very strongly urges, that a part of our number should go to Tra- 
vancore, if possible. We have attentively considered his sugges- 
tions, and are unanimously of the opinion, that, if we establish a 
mission at Jaffna, four missionaries at least are wanted. We con- 
sider an establishment at Jaffna to be one of the most effectual means 
of opening the way for us to the continent. 

25. Received a kind letter from Dr. Carey, in answer to ours 
forwarded by the Dryad. Sister Poor opened the school on the 19th 
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instant. Twenty-five scholars are engaged. Most of them are from 
the first families in the settlement. 

27. Mr. Griffiths, a Baptist missionary, with his wife, arrived in 
town from Galle. His services were much needed to strengthen 
the hands of brother Chater. 

28. Addressed a short letter to government, requesting a grant of 
the publick buildings and lands at Tillipally and Batticotta. 

29. Received an answer from the governour through the Rev. G. 
Bisset, stating, that his excellency cannot comply with our request, 
until the premises at T. and B. shall have been examined and va- 
lued, and the result presented to him signed by the collector of the 
Jaffna district. He, however, gives us such assurances, as justify 
us in making arrangements for our settlement at the two stations. 
He has written to the collector in our behalf. 

July 1. This morning the missionaries at Columbo held their 
meeting at our house. Brother Chater gave a short address from 
the following words, “All hail.’? His object was to show, that our 
agreement, in regard to the great doctrines and duties of Christian- 
ity, lays a proper foundation for the salutation in the text. We 
then spent an hour in conversation; concluded, that when we have 
exhausted those subjects on which we agree, we will discuss those 
on which we differ. At 4 o’clock, p. mM. after we had united in 
prayer, brother Warren took leave of us and set out on his journey 
to Jaffna in a palankeen. In the evening, we attended the monthly 
prayer-meeting. These are interesting seasons; for as missionaries 
we feel that many are labouring together with usin the most effec- 
tual manner. 

16. The brethren attended the missionary meeting at the Rev. 
Mr. Harvard’s. Brother Richards preached from, “Whatsoever 
thine hand findeth to do, do it with thy might.” 

18. Received a letter from brother Warren, dated Jaffnapatam, 
12th instant, which was the day after his arrival. He hada very 
prosperous journey, and was kindly received by the principal cha- 
racters to whom he had been recommended. He is now residing in 
the family of J. M. Mooyart, esq. who isa very distinguished friend 
to missions. | 

19. Having complied with brother Chater’s request, made a few 
weeks ago, to assist him in ordaining Mr. Seirs as a missionary, the 
brethren set apart this evening to examine him on the subjects 
of experimenta! and doctrinal religion, with reference to his ordi- 
nation. We have satisfied ourselves in regard to his qualifications. 

20. This morning sister Bardwell was safely delivered of a son. 
Thus not only common but special mercies call forth our gratitude, 
and prompt us to greater diligence in the service of our Master. 
This evening three soldiers, with whom we have frequently conver- 
sed in referencce to their joining our church, visited us. We in- 
formed them, that we should now consider them av candidates to 
be admitted at the next communion season, if no objection should 
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Sabbath 21. This evening three persons were baptised and re- 
ceived into brother Chater’s church; two soldiers and a native phy- 
sician. 

Monday 22. This evening Mr. Seirs was ordained in brother 
Chater’s chapel in the Pettab. Sermon by brother Meigs; conse- 
rie | prayer by brother Richards; charge by brother Chater, and 
right hand of fellowship by brother Poor. Many circumstances 
conspired to render it an interesting and solemn season. Brother 
Seirs we may hope will be a useful missionary. He is of Dutch and 
Cingalese descent, and is well acquainted with the Dutch, Cinga- 
lese and Portuguese languages. He converses intelligibly in English. 

( To be continued.) 


METHODIST MISSIONS. 
From the London Methodist Magazine for July, 1817. 


BOMBAY. 


Extract of a letter from Mr. John Horner to Mr, Thomas Wood, 
Bombay, Dec. 14, 1816. 


I should be glad to transmit a cheering account of the conversion 
of many precious and immortal souls, or even of sinners under con- 
viction of sin seeking after mercy; but, as yet, it is the day of small 
things; the arm of the Lord has not yet been made bare in the sight 
of the people. But I live in a constant hope of seeing greater things 
than these. Every promise, that is still unaccomplished, strength- 
ens my hope and is an incitement to diligence in that high, holy, 
and awful calling of a minister of the gospel, and an ambassador of 
Christ to the heathen. - I bless God, that though at an immense dis- 
tance from all my christian acquaintance, and without a companion 
in the work, to assist me with his counsel and advice, (a cireum- 
stance which I often sensibly regret,) 1 feel such a love for the 
cause, that were I sure of living to the age of Methuselah, I would 
cheerfully devote it all to promote it. But, perhaps, you will re- 
mind me that I am just entering on the work, and apply to me the 
advice given by one of old, “Let not him that girdeth on his harness 
boast as he that putteth it off;” 1 trust, theretore, that in every un- 
dertaking I shall act with faithfulness and humility; willing to be- 
come nothing, that God may be all in all. . 

I have not begun any plan of instructing the natives or their 
children, having concluded it would be better for me to be first well 
grounded in the Mahratta language, than to begin immediately with 
teaching the children English. I have, therefore, applied myself 
wholly to the study of the language, under the tuition of a Brahmin, 
with whom I spend about four hours every day, Sundays excepted, 
and by reading, writing, conversation, and translating some little 
fables, of which they have many, find I make considerable progress. 
A little time, I hope, will give me a sufficient acquaintance with the 
vernacular tongue, to communicate freely with the natives. 
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The people will not acknowledge that they worship images, or be- 
lieve in a plurality of gods. [asked my teacher a few days ago, 
“Why do you pray to images?” He answered, “We do not pray 
tothem.” “Why do you use them?” ‘Io assist us in our devo- 
tion: me know there is but one God; you worship him (said he) un- 
der no particular shape, which is not a good way; we make some 
visible representation of him, the sight of which brings him to our 
remembrance, and helps us to worship him in a better manner than 
we could without it.” He intimated that we could not properly 
know God, without some help of the kind: *1f (continued he) I want 
to find the root of a tree, do I not follow the branches and trunk till 
I come to it? So if I want to find out God, the only way is to begin 
with things which I can see and understand. and go on by degrees.” 
How I wished that I had known enough of the language to explain 
to him that worshipping of God in spirit and in truth, which he re- 
quires in all who approach him. 

It will be seen by this single instance that they are not wanting 
in plausible arguments for maintaining their own superstitions, to 
the neglect of the pure doctrines of the Bible. Another great ob- 
stacle is, the immoral lives of many who profess the christian name. 
The native Portuguese are said to exceed the Hindoos in vice and 
immorality; I should be glad to say the Catholicks only act incon- 
sistently with their profession. There begins, however, to be some 
curiosity excited among the natives by so many padres (priests,) 
as they call us, coming to Bombay; (viz. three Americans and my- 
self;) and it is but justice to say, that the upright deportment of 
two, who have been some years on the island, has given some a 
much better opinion of religion than they had before. I trust we 
shall live the gospel as well as preach it. We are all on the most 
friendly terms, and praver-meetings are held at each of our houses, 
alternately. I hope another missionary will be sent to this station; 
there is work enough lor twenty in the island. 

The climate agrees with us very well; and, what is still better, 
our souls prosper in religion. Frequently do I experience “the 
overwhelming power of saving grace,” and can look forward with 
a joyful anticipation to the time, when this mortal shall put on im- 
mortality, and my soul, redeemed by the blood of Christ, and clean- 
sed by the Spirit of God, shall be a habitation of God, through the 
Spirit, for ever and ever. JOHN HORNER. 


- i + eo 


FROM THE JEWISH EXPOSITOR. 


JEWS’ SOCIETY. 

Extract from the Ninth Report of the London Society for Evan- 
gelizing the Jews, presented at the annual meeting, May, 1817. 
JEWS BAPTIZED. 

During the past year, three adult Jews have been baptized at the 
Episcopal Chapel. ‘The first of these was a respectable woman re- 
sident at Westminster, of Jewish descent, who, in consquence of the 
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decease of her parents, had been brought up amongst Christians, 
and had been many years convinced of the truth of the religion of 
Jesus, but had arrived at the age of sixty-two, without a desire to 
make a publick profession of her faith in baptism. At length, how- 
ever, being awakened to a sense of the imperious duty which lies on 
every true believer so to do, she resolved no longer to delay it, and 
having heard that there was a place of worship in the established 
church, more particularly set apart for the use and instruction of 
inquiring Israelites, she made an application to the officiating mi- 
nister on the subject, who, being well satisfied of her sincerity, glad- 
ly administered to her the sacred ordinance in the presence of a 
large congregation. 

The second person was a young man, born at Glogau, in Silesia, 
possessing considerable Hebrew learning, who was converted to the 
faith of Christ about a year and a half ago, in reading the Psalms. 
He was at that time at Frankfort on the Maine, where he maintain- 
ed himself by private teaching. He afterwards unbosomed himself 
to the Rev. Mr. Passavant, a minister of that city, and to Mr. F. 
Von Meyer, one of the counsellors of justice, and laid before them a 

lan, which he had digested for the promotion of the spiritual wel- 
= of the Jewish nation. Mr. Von Meyer, having communicated, 
through Dr. Steinkopff, to your committee, the ardent desire of this 
young man for the conversion of his brethren, it was judged that his 

resence in this country might be advantageous to the cause of this 
institution, and he was accordingly invited to come over. Since his 
arrival, he has made a publick profession of his faith by baptism, 
and it is the persuasion of your committee, that he is a sincere con- 
vert, and animated by a most anxious solicitude, to promote the sal- 
vation of the house of Israel. It is hoped that he may be employed 
in a way coaducive te that end. 

The third person baptized, is the father of one of the boys at the 
society’s school, born of Jewish parents; he had grown up without 
much knowledge of any religion, and had lived for many years 
without God in the world. Havinga reputable employment in the 
city, he was enabled to earn an honest maintenance, and was pla- 
ced above want. About two years ago he was induced to attend a 
Christian place of worship in his neighbourhood, where he was un- 
der the divine blessing, brought to see the sin and danger of the 
careless course which he was pursuing, and finally led to inquire 
seriously into the truth of the gospel of Christ. He soon became 
convinced that he was indeed the promised Messiah, and that his 
name was the only name given under heaven, by which he could be 
saved. He now earnestly desired to be baptized, and being ac- 
quainted with the nature of this institution, he resolved to make a 
publick profession of his faith in that sanctuary, where his child 
was accustomed to worship every Sabbath day. On his making his 
desire known to the Rev. Mr. Hawtrey; that gentleman had much 
conversation with him, and being well persuaded of the purity of his 
on and the reality of his conversion, accordingly baptized 

im. 
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Besides the above three adults who have been baptized, your 
committee have to notice that there have been several candidates 
for the same ordinance, but who have not been admitted, it having 
been judged right to use great caution in admitting professed con- 
verts to baptism. ‘Thirty-nine of the children in the schools, have 
also, since last year, been admitted to infant baptism. 


— +o 


MISCELLANEOUS. 


OTAHEITIAN PRIESTS. 

There is a considerable order of priests, who are divided inte 
two classes, the Tahowra Morai, and the Tahowra *Tooa. 

The Tahowra Morai are the priests who officiate and present the 
offerings of the Morai, the sacred place appointed for those servi- 
ces, and always accompanied with prayers, and these sometimes of 
considerable length. One of the most ingenious and attentive ob- 
servers of mankind suggested to me, what was afterwards fully con- 
firmed by the testimonies of others, that the language of the cere- 
monies of religion, and of the priests on those occasions, was wholly 
different from that in common use, and he is persuaded not under- 
stood by the natives themselves; and he supposed that even the 
priests, though they have retained the words, have no knowledge of 
the language. Omai would often chant a kind of hymn or prayer 
on the quarter deck, but could never explain the meaning of the 
words he uttered; nor could those who were perfect masters of the 
language spoken, by long residence in the island, understand any 
thing they heard, or procure information on the subject. Whether 
it be a piece of priestcraft to affect mystery, or a traditionary ritual, 
transmitted from father to son, in a tongue once perhaps sacred, 
but now lost, seems inexplicable. Lieut. says, he thought it 
metrical. 

The chiefs on occasion seem to officiate as priests, in making of- 
ferings, and praying for their friends when sick, but the great bur- 
den rests with the priesthood, and they are called upon on all occa- 
sions of births, deaths, feasts, sickness, calamities, &c. so that, 
though they are a numerous body, they have plenty of employment. 

Minni Minni, seems, according to lieut. Corner and capt. New, 
to hold a distinguished rank among them, and to be a chief priest, 
and high in Otoo’s favour. 

They have au ark or chest in which is kept a bundle of feathers, 
asacred Teraphim, and called by the name of Etooa, without which, 
he said, they could donothing. This ark, lieut. C particularly 
examined with his Bible in his hand, and it answered exactly to 
the dimensions of the ark of the covenant in Leviticus. The lieut. 
asked Minni Minni, if this Etooa was destroyed or lost, what he 
could do then? Minni laughed, and said, his ancestors had brought 
this Etooa into the island, and, on occasion, knew where to find 
one of the same sort. This ark, seems to migrate with the chief 
Priest to other islands, being with Minni Minni at Huaheine when 
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capt. New arrived, but returned to Matavai during his stay. Jor- 
dan, an English resident on the island, also assured him, that this 
priest was an arrant juggler, who pretending to consult the Etooa, 
went behind a screen, and praying in one tone of voice, answered 
himself in another, which he affirmed to be the answer of the Etooa 
to his prayer. 

But there are a peculiar class of priests, who are called Tahowra 
*Tooa, the priests of the deity, who pretend to the most extraordi- 
nary inspiration. These also are numerous. Some of them pretend 
only particular communication with one only of their deities; but 
some affect intimate union with the three superiour Etooas, and are 
consequently respected as men of singular endowments, and gain 
themselves great attention by their skill in performing their parts 
in this kind of service. Indeed, they manage the process with so 
much cunning and address that some of our own people were stag- 
gered, and ready sometimes to suppose the appearances truly super- 
natural. It is chiefly on the more momentous occasions that these 
priests exhibit, as the supreme deity must not be troubled about mat- 
ters of less importance: but in the view of war, under great calamity, 
the sickness of a chief, and the like. They are ieoieal in a most fan- 
tastick garb, enriched with red and black feathers, to which they 
suppose the Etooa partial, that as soon as ever the offering is made, 
he descends on the Morai in one of their sacred birds like a heron, 
and at their call passes into their bodies: instantly the priest begins 
to stretch and yawn, to rub his arms, and thighs and legs, and his 
whole body becomes convulsed, and inflated, as if it was ready to 
burst. His eyes are thrown into the strangest contortions, some- 
times wildly staring, sometimes almost closed up, and every limb 
and feature appears to have undergone some sudden and surprising 
change. The speech sometimes is low and muttering, with a pecu- 
liar kind of terrible squeaking at intervals; sometimes the voice is 
raised to the most stupendous pitch, as if bursting for utterance. 
Though his discourse is intelligible, he affects not to know any of 
the persons which are around him, nor to be himself sensible of what 
he is uttering; yet what is spoken on these occasions passes for ora- 
cular, and the very voice of God. Thus whatever he asks for, if it 
can be obtained in the island, it never is refused; and on these oc- 
casions he often makes pretty large demands, though he professes 
himself to know nothing that hath passed. He has always, howev- 
er, a colleague and assistant of the same trade, who takes care to 
note down what the Etooa demands, and the person, on whose ac- 
count the Etooa thus condescends to come down to earth, and give 
his responses, carefully accomplishes all his injunctions. When 
the deity quits the pretended inspired priest, he doth it with such 
violence and pds arse that the body is left motionless on the 
ground, and this is contrived at the moment when one of the sacred 
or Etcoa birds takes his flight from the Morai, into whom the Etooa 
is supposed to return. On the first symptoms of returning life, he 
utters a loud shriek; and sometimes appears as if awaking out of a 
profound sleep, and unconscious that any thing hath happened. 
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DESCRIPTION OF A MAN OF PLEASURE. 


“The man of pleasure is the most heartless and most selfish of 
mankind: I had very nearly said, of all God’s creatures; but I cor- 
rected myself, for God never created a man of pleasure: he is a 
creature of preternatural conception and monstrous birth, begotten 
by the incubus folly upon fashion, and has nothing in common with 
human kind but his form. Is he a son or a brother, is he a husband 
or a father, he disclaiins the social union of filial and domestick re- 
lation the instant that the duties of that relation demand a sur- 
render of his dissolute inclinations. Good principles, influ- 
ence the mind, not by any natural or physical force, or neces- 
sarily as pleasure or pain affect the body, making men attentive to 
them whether they will or not; but in quite a different manner, and 
for their agency depend upon the permission of the will, the consent 
of the heart, and the governing inclinations and passions. But can 
such an improvement and management of principles ever be expec- 
ted from a man of pleasure? whose will and heart and passions are 
the debasing agents of his degeneracy? He studiously flies from 
all impressions of such principles—he is uneasy whenever by chance 
they steal or force themselves into his mind, and always feels their 
visits unseasonable and impertinent.—His powers of existence are 
consumed between the sloth of the sluggard and the activity of a de- 
mon. Sensuality is his system, and seduction his study—the call 
of his passions, and not the dictate of his conscience, is the stan- 
dard of his conduct; the luxury of living, and not the rectitude of 
life, is his ruling law. Extravagant profusion makes up the ac- 
counts of the day; dissipation and debaucheries fill up the diary of 
its events. Time is his bitterest enemy, if it leaves Rim to a mo- 
ment’s reflection, and therefore his chief anxiety is to kill this ene- 
my, by aconstant succession of amusements, follies, and vice. He 
is a fop in his dress, and a fool in his talk, the fashion of both is his 
boast. In short, he is a morbid excrescence upon the comfort of the 
family to which he belongs, and carries with him an infectious at- 
penne: Sa into whatever part of society he curses with his presence.” 


——_e 


Privileges granted the Jews in Russia. 

A very remarkable imperia! mandate was lately published at St. 
Petersburg in favour of the Jews converted to Christianity. The 
following are some of the chief articles: 

1. “All Jews embracing the Christian religion, no matter of which 
confession, shall have privileges granted them, whatever profession 
they may adopt, suitable to their abilities. 

2. “Inthe northern and southern government, lands shall be as- 
signed them gratis, where such as please may settle at their own ex- 
pense, under the name of Society of Jewish Christians. 

3. “This society shali have its own privileges. : 

4, “At St. Petersburg a Board shall be formed, of which Prince 
Alexander Galitzin shall be president, under the denomination of 
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‘Board for the affairs of Jewish Christians,’ on which, and on no 
other magistrates (except in criminal cases;) the Society of Jewish 
Christians depends. 

5. “This board is bound to attend to every thing relating to the set- 
tlements, and to report on it to the emperor. In the settlements of 
the Jewish Christians, which are given them as hereditary property 
forever; the society can carry on any kind of professions, build 
cities, villages, or single dwellings: the lands are given to the 
whole community, but not to individuals, and cannot be sold or 
mortgaged to strangers. In these settlements the Jewish Christians 
and their posterity have entire religious liberty in the Christian 
confession of faith which they embrace.” 

The Rev. Mr. Way is gone to Russia, to visit this new and extra- 
ordinary establishment, which we hope may be highly beneficial to 
the Jews.— Evangelical Magazine. 


CHEROKEE MISSIONARY. 


We have seen a letter published from the Rev. Cyrus Kingsbu- 
ry, a missionary in the Cherokee nation. It contains an encoura- 
ging account of the prospect of succeeding in the object of the mis- 
sion. Mr. Kingsbury, assisted by Messrs. Hall and Williams, it 
appears, have settled at a place at the nation called Chickamaugh. 
They have raised four cabins, and intend building more for school 
and dwelling-houses, and are about to commence the building of a 
mill, and are burning brick and lime for the purpose of building 
chimnies, &c. They calculate on obtaining their principal resour- 
ces from the cultivation of the Jand, raising stock, &c. They were 
then busy on their farm preparing for a crop. In the month of June 
they had 26 scholars, from four to eighteen years of age, some full- 
blooded Cherokees; and some partly white. All except nine speak 
the English language. Six of the native children, who had been at 
school before, read the Scriptures and have committed a considera- 
ble portion of the catechism. The deportment of all the children 
surpasses the most sanguine expectation. ‘They expected a consi- 
derable increase to their school in a fewdays. They had established 
a Sunday School, which a!so succeeded very well. ‘Their preach- 
ings, which are on every Sunday, are very numerously attended. 
The congregation is respectable and increasing. —Knowville Reg. 


oe 


ORDINATIONS. 


Ordained in Georgetown, District of Columbia, on Thursday, the 
11th inst. by the Baltimore Presbytery, the Rev Tuomas B. Baten, 
as an Evangelist. On this solemn occasion, the Rev. Andrew Hun- 
ter presided; the Rev. James Muir, D. D. delivered an appropriate 
and interesting discourse; and the Rev. James Inglis, D. D. gave 
the charge. 


In Alexandria, on Sabbath evening, the 14th inst. by the same 


?,. * : ‘ 7 . 
Presbytery, the Rev. Extras Harrison was ordained as an Evan- 
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elist. On this occasion the Rev. Stephen B. Balch presided; the 
v. James Inglis, D. D. delivered a very eloquent and impressive 
sermon; and the Rev. Thomas C. Searle gave the charge. 


—>b oe 


FOR THE CHRISTIAN MESSENGBR. 


HY MN. 


Alas! how chang’d that lovely flow’r, 
Which bloom’d and cheer’d my heart! 
Fair fleeting comfort of an hour, 
How soon we're call’d to part! 


And shall my bleeding heart arraign 
That God whose ways are love? 
Or vainly cherish anxious = 
For her who rests above: 


No, let me rather humbly pay 
Obedience to his will, 

And with my inmost spirit say, 
The Lord is righteous still. 


From adverse blasts, and low’ring storms, 
Her favour’d soul he bore, 

And with yon bright, angelick forms 
She lives to die no more. 


Why should I vex my heart, or fast, 
No more she’ll visit me, 

My sou! will mount to her at last, 
And I her face shall see. 


— me, blessed Lord, to share 

The bliss thy people prove, 

Who round thy glorious throne appear, 
And dwell in perfect love. 


—— 


TO OUR READERS. 

In consequence of the illness and necessary absence of the Edi- 

tor, some mistakes have occurred, in the direction of our papers for 

subscribers at a distance, particularly in Alexandria, which shall be 

immediately rectified. For the same reasons we have been unable 
to supply subscribers in town as early as usual. 


—_ 
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